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To determine the standard of life of an agricultural
labourer, it is necessary to know the amount of his budget
and the extent to which his wages were supplemented from
other resources. Chief Justice Hale, whose Discourse touch-
ing Provision for the Poor was published in 1683 though
written earlier, asserted that a man and wife with four children
could not maintain themselves in meat, drink, clothing and
house rent under los. per week x ; but a writer in The British
Merchant (1713) inferred that about 75. 6d. would support
a family 2. Arthur Young in the early years of George III.'s
reign framed a budget " drawn up from the actual outgoings
of four [labourers] who gave me the particulars. . . . The
following is in every article the medium of the four " 3. In
each case the family consisted of man, wife and three chil-
dren 4; yet Cooke, more than a century before, declared that
" English families commonly consist of six or seven " 6.
Bread and cheese	.	.	,    £19 10   o
Beer         .         .	.	.	3 18   o
Soap and candles	.	.	.        150
Rent        .          .	.	.	i 10   o
Clothes     .         .	.	.	2 10   o
Fuel         .          .	.	.	.200
Illness, etc.         .	.	.	.100
Infant      .         .	.	.	2 12   o
£34   5   o
This budget, representing the expenditure of a year, averaged
135. ad. a week, although at this period, as we have seen,
wages were scarcely half this amount. It is evident that an
agricultural labourer had to rely upon other resources to
1	Hale, A Discourse touching Provision for the Poor (1683), 6.   A budget
for a Devonshire labourer supporting two children (the mother supporting
herself and a third child) is given in Dunning, Bread for the Poor, 1698
—see Eden, The State of the Poor (1797), i. 251-252.
2	The British Merchant (ed. 1721), i. 263.
8 Young, The Farmer's Letters (ed. 1768), 198 seq. For later budgets,
see Davies, The Case of Labourers (1795) ; Eden, The State of the Poor
(1797)* &• Appendix xii. ; Annals of Agriculture, xvi. 500. Also cf. infra,
vol. iii. 403.
4	A child of 15, another of 10, and ari infant;  Young, The Farmer's
Letters (ed. 1768), 192, 198.   See infra, Appendix, p. 501, No. 3.
5	Cooke, Unum Necessarium (1648), 5, 24.    The London Bakers in a
memorandum (c. 1620) stated that a man commonly had ' not less than
three or four children ' : Remembrancia of the City of London, 386,

